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Ir may seem strange that we are indebted to Egypt for our knowledge of classical portrait- 
painting. The frescoes of Italy show nothing of the portable pictures which were so highly 
valued. It is only by a curious adaptation of Egyptian customs that we have preserved to 
us a branch of the most important division of ancient painting. In looking at these portraits, 
we must remember that they are only the work of a remote provincial town, surrounded by 
desert, and belong to the latest age of great art, some four or five centuries after it had 
reached its zenith, We can dimly see in them what the great paintings may have been, as 
in portraits painted to-day in Nigeria or Mauritius we might find traces of the methods of 
Titian or Botticelli. We can only be thankful that we have anything at all. 

The portraits were usually painted on thin wooden panels, about 13 inches wide and 
15 high. Two here are painted on canvas, and that was the original system. They were 
framed in Oxford frames, and glazed, to be hung up in the house. On the death of the 
person, the portrait was taken down, when the body was sent to be embalmed, and the sides 
of the panel were split off it to reduce it to the suitable size to affix to the mummy. 
It was then fastened down by the outer bandages of the mummy wrappings, over the face. 
The mummy, with portrait, then stood for a generation or two in the court or hall of the 
mansion, After it had become damaged and dirty it was then sent off without any ceremony, 
often in a cartload of ancestors, and buried in the cemetery. There it lay under a few feet 
of dry sand until brought to light again in these excavations, after seventeen hundred years. 

The people seem to have lived in or near Arsinoe, the capital of the Fayum province, 
some forty miles south of Cairo. That district was mainly occupied by Greek settlers, mixed. 
with some natives and some Romans, and various traders and officials. The favourite burial- 
place was the modern Hawara, by the pyramid of Amenemhat III, who was venerated as 
the great organizer of the province. 

Regarding the individuals painted we know but little. Very few had the name placed 
on them ; Artemidoros, Isarous, Démés, Demetris, and above all Hermioné, are all that were 
named among over a hundred that I have found. Aliné is a name on one other from the 
same place. Of these the most interesting personally is Hermioné Grammatiké, the 
grammarian or teacher of the classics, who is the only learned woman of whom we have 
any remains or portrait (‘‘ Roman Portraits,” pl. ii.). She herself now stands in the Library of 
Girton College, once again surrounded by books and girl students, whom she doubtless 
Joved well, long before the Goth and the Arab had broken up her old culture. Demetris 
must also have been a. commanding personality, nearly six feet high, and with a face full 
of determination and strength which carried her on to the good age of eighty-nine. 

The full account of the discovery and dating of the portraits, and the method of 
painting in coloured wax, is given in the volume on “ Roman Portraits ” recently published. 
Four portrait heads, in addition to the twenty-four issued here, were reproduced in colour, 
together with thirty-two photographs of others, in the same volume. 
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On canvas. Woman 
On canvas, -Woman | 
Finest style. Woman 
Dark woman | 


Hard style. Man 
-Red-robed woman 
With Hermioné. Man — 
~DEMETRIS _ | 


Large panel. Man 


- The brown youth. — 


High Priest. 


_Pink-robed woman, 
_ Jewellery giri 


Purple-robed woman 
The Mother 
Superseded head. Man 
The red youth 
Gilt-wreathed youth — 
Old man 
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| | Reversed head. Man 
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BALLAS, 1895; by J. E. Qursett. (Out of print; obtainable in joint 
volume NAQADA AND BALLAS, by W. M. F. Peram.) 


THE RAMESSEUM, 1896; by J. E. Quipett. (Out of print.) 
EL KAB, 1897; by J. E. QuiIBeEtt. 


 HIERAKONPOLIS I, 18098 ; text by W. M. F. P. 43 plates. 205. net. 


HIERAKONPOLIS IT, 1899 ; by F. W. Green and JE, Quiet. 
39 plates (4 coloured and 20 photographic). 355. ned. 


EL ARABAH, 1900; by J. Garsranc. 40 plates. 165. meé. (Out of print.) 
MAHASNA, 1901; by J. Garstane and Kurt Serue. 43 plates. (Out of print.) 


TEMPLE OF THE KINGS, 1902; by A. Sr. G. Cautremp. 
24 plates. 16s, wet. (Out of print.) : 


THE OSIREION, 1903 ; by Marcarer A. Murray. 37 plates. 


SAQQARA MASTABAS I, 1904; by M. A. Mornay: anp 
GUROB, by L. Loat. 64 plates. 305. med, 


SAQQARA MASTABAS II, 1905; by Hiupa Pevefe. (Ln preparation.) 
HYKSOS AND ISRAELITE CITIES, 19060; by W. M. Frinpers 


Petrie and J. Garrow Duncan. 40 plates. 255. et. In double volume 
with 94 plates. 45s. met. (This latter out of print.) 


GIZEH AND RIFEH, 1907; by W. M. Fuinpers Perri. 


255. net. In double volume with 109 plates. 50s. xed. 


ATHRIBIS, 1908 ; by W. M. Furnpers Perris, J. H. Waxker and E. B. 
KNOBEL. 43 plates. 255. met. (Out of print.) 


MEMPHIS I, 1908; by W.M.F. Periz & J.H. Warkzr. 54 pls. 255. net. 
QURNEH, 1909; by W. M. F. Perrre & J. H. WaLker. 56 plates. (Out of print.) 
THE PALACE OF APRIES (MEMPHIS II), 1909; by W. M 


FLINDERS Petrie and J. H. WALKER. 35 plates. 255. net. 


MEYDUM AND MEMPHIS (III), I9Q1IO; by W. M. F. Perri, 


E. Mackay, and G. Wainwricut. 47 plates. 255. net. 


HISTORICAL STUDIES, 1g10. 25 plates. 255. wef. (Studies, vol. 1.) 
ROMAN PORTRAITS (MEMPHIS IV), {OI1; by W. M. F. Perris. 


35 plates. 255. net. 


THE LABYRINTH AND GERZEH, IOll1; by W. M. F. Perri, 


BE. Mackay, and G, Warnwricur. 52 plates. 255. wet. 


PORTFOLIO OF HAWARA PORTRAITS. 24 coloured plates. sos. 
TARKHAN AND MEMPHIS V, 1912. (/ preparation.) 
HELIOPOLIS I AND KAFR AMMAR, 1912, (lu preparation.) 


40 plates. 


Subscriptions of One Guinea for the Annual Single Volumes, or Two 


Guineas for the Two Aunual Volumes, ave veceived by the Hon. 
‘Secretary, at the Edwards Libvary, University College, 
‘Gower Street, London, W.C., where also copies 
of the above works can be obtained. 
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TANIS L 19 pl, 25s. Quaritch. 

TANIS II. Nebesheh and Defenneh. 64 pl., 255s, Quaritch, 
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A STUDENT’S HISTORY OF EGYPT. Part I., down to the XVIth Dynasty. sth ed. 1903. Part IL., 
AVIIth and XVITIth Dynasties. Part IIi., X{Xth to XXXth Dynasties. 65. each. Methuen. 


TRANSLATIONS OF EGYPTIAN TALES, With illustrations by Tristram Ellis. 2 vols., 3s. 6d. each. Methuen. 
DECORATIVE ART IN EGYPT. 3s. 62. Methuen. 

NAQADA AND BALLAS, 86-pl., 255. Quaritch, 
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SYRIA AND EGYPT. 2s. 64. Methuen. 

DENDEREH. _ 38 pl., 25s.; 40 additional plates, 10s. Quartteh. 

ROYAL TOMBS OF FIRST DYNASTY. 68 pl., 255. Quaritch. 

DIOSPOLIS PARVA. 48 pl. (Out of print.) 

ROYAL TOMBS OF EARLIEST DYNASTIES, 63 pl., 25s.; 35 additional plates, 10s. Quaritch. 
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RESEARCHES IN SINAIL 186 illustrations and 4 plans, ars. John Murray. 

MIGRATIONS. Hursley Lecture, 1906. 12 pl, 25. 62, Anthropological Institute. ~ 
HYKSOS AND ISRAELITE CITIES. 40 pl, 255. Quaritch. (With 48 extra plates, 45s., out of print.) 
RELIGION OF ANCIENT EGYPT, 1s. Constadie. 

GIZEH AND RIFEH. 40 pl, 255.; with 69 extra plates, sos. Quaritch. 
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PERSONAL RELIGION IN EGYPT BEFORE CHRISTIANITY. 2s. 6d. ; in leather, 38. 6d, Harper. 
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